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JOB xxx.—23. 


For I know thou wilt bring me to 
death, and to the Houſe appointed 
for all living. Wy + 


Sa @ HESE are the Words of Job, 
mie moſt miſerable and yet the 
n moſt happy of Mortals. The 
N 9 moſt miſerable, if we reſpect 
BOJF... mne Loſſes le ſuſtain'd, and the 
FTorments e endured. The moſt happy how- 
ever, conſidering the Uprightneſs of his Heart, 
the Perfection of his Virtue, how dear he was 
to God, ho conſcious of his Integrity, ho- 
aſſured ꝙf a glorious Reſurrection: and bleſſed 
Immortality. Among other Conſolations un- 
der his Miſery, this was one, that he knew. 
it would be but ſhort, that if not before, 
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Death erlong would TAR a ol Re- 


leaſe. For I know that thou will bring me 40 


death, &c. The Houſe the common Sanctu- 
ary thou haſt prepared for all Mankind, and 
therefore I know thou wilt ſhortly ſend Death 
to fetch me thither, there, where thy afflicting 
Hand will not purſue me, and where all my 


| Sufferings and Complaints will be for ever 


ended. ' 


© I ſhall not ſtand here to enquire how juftly, 


and on how many Accounts, the Grave may 


be compared to an Houſe; tho there mayn't 


be ſo much Wit ſhewn in it, I think it may 


be of more uſe to take Notice how piouſly Job 
aſcribes the diſpoſal of himſelf, and all Man- 
kind to God. He does not barely ſay, I know 
that J and all Mankind muſt die, and take 
up our Abode in the Grave, but he aſcribes 
his own and others Fate to Almighty God. 
Tis thy Providence has ordained, that the 
Earth from whence Man ſprung, ſhall be the 
Tomb to receive them again. Thus piouſly, 


I ſay, and no leſs truly, Job ſpeaks. For is 
it not in Him we live and move, and have 
aur Being? Is it not he that firſt breathed 


into 


4 
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into Man's Noſtrils the vital Flame, and who 
conſtantly maintains it? can any Thing ex 
tinguiſh it without his Leave? can any Thing 
retain it when he is pleas'd to call for it? 
Certainly" we are in God's Hands, as the Clay 
is in the Hands of the Potter, nor can we 
any more go out of the World, than we 
could at firſt come into it, without a Com- 
miſſion from his Providence. i 2 1 0fl 
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Bor 1 ſhall | now conſider Death, 
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1. I ſhall conſider Death with Vedi ta 


All in general, and thus conſider d it 1 


the gin. Things, | 
11, The Diſſolution bk Mary 8 Frame 


2. The R a final Leave of all theſe 


Werdly Things. 


B 2 3 The 


"hy As it relates: to the Righteous and the 


C4 ) 
g. The. Emeting on a new ic __ 
n 5 


51 The Paſlage to OY and te be 
ing _— in an Tn nee 4 29. 
1 Death ils the Diſſolution of. Mars 
Frame, a breaking the Union of Soul and: 


Body; this indeed is the primary Notion of 


Death. — Death breaks the Springs of Life; 
extinguiſhes the Spirits; ſtagnates the Blood; 
puts an End to all vital and animal Action; 
crumbles us into Duſt, and diflolves the cloſe 
knit Union between Body and Soul. And 
now let our Meditations ſtay a lirtle here; 
let us think what a great and ſurprizing 
Change this muſt bel for one that was juſt 
now breathing and living, capable of Talk- 
ing and Converſing with us, to have his 
Breath ſtop'd, his Life - vaniſh, his Coun, 
tenance turn van and pale ; to be able to talk 
no more to us, nor look any more on us; 
to become ſenſeleſs as a Stone; deform'd 

and frightful to behold; unfit to ſtay above 
6 Ground; a Lump of Rottenneſs, the Spoil F 

of the Grave, and F Fopd for Worms, What 


a 


(s) 


a. furprizing FO is this? Surpriring to 
behold, in others, but more to experience it 


in ourſelves, and yet how ſoon muſt all 
we experience it! how ſoon muſt the Union 
1 betwixt Soul and Body be diſſolved? how 
ſoon muſt. theſe, Frames crumble into Duſt ? 
All here preſent, nay, all Mankind, * 
wich Job, ſay, The Grave is mine Houſe : 
bave made my Bed in the Darwneſs, I — 
faid to Corruption, thou art my Father ; and 
| to the Worm, thou art my Mather and 1 
dess xvli. 13, 14. So db: 


bs Death, refpe&tng al Mankind, imply's 
"a taking a final Leave of theſe Worldly 
T hings: Death ſevers us wholly from them; 
all that we enjoy, and all that we endure, all 
that we either hope or fear in this World, 
will then vaniſn from us. As for the good 
Things we enjoy here, as Riches, Honours, 
ſenſual Pleaſures, Friends, Relations, the 
Means of Grace, &c. they are no more. 
Death levels the Rich with the Poor, the 
Honourable with the Baſe : It blaſts Men's 
Pleaſures 4, - Shatches them from the Arts 
of their, Friends; bury's all their Projects 


in 


Ell G4) 
in the Grave; puts an end to Sabbath's' 

and Ordinances of Religion, and they no 
longer hear that gladſome Sound, —— As to 
the Evils that attend us here, Death alſo 
puts an End to theſe, Farewell Pain, Wants 
| Perſecution and Dilgrace; we hall be no 

more injur'd by Men, nor rack d by Di- 

ſeaſes, nor pinchd with Hunger and Cold. 

The Grave bury” $ all theſe Troubles we are | 
ſubject to in this World; there, as Job 
fays, The Wicked ceaſe from T. 1 ; there 
the Weary be at Reſt; * there the Priſoners 

reſt together, they hear not the Voice of the Op- 
preſſor ; the Jmall and great are there, and 
the Servant” is free "jon 5 W os il. 
7; 18, ok ole 
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9. Death alſo imply? s an Entrance on a 
new and for the moſt part an unknown State. 
Death is not a ceaſing to be, nor a ceaſing 
to perceive; tis true we no longer perceive 
as we did here; our Bodily Organs are diſ- 
ſolv'd, and wo are ſeparated from all theſe 
Wordly Things; but, Man has a Soul, 
Spiritual part that ſurvives his Funeral, that 
lives when the Body is moulder'd to Duft, 


lives 


TY 
lives in another Place, tho no longer here. 
When the Body returns to the Earth as it was, 
the Spirit returns to God who gave it, goes 
into the World of Spirits, has a new and 
amazing Scene of Things open'd to its view; 
wie ceaſe not to live, but only to live as we 
did before; we ſee not through theſe Eyes, 
nor hear through theſe Ears, perceive not 
Things by the Means of the Body, as is the 
Manner here; but ſtill there is Life and Per- 
ception remaining, as the Scripture aſſerts, 
ſo Reaſon does not at all oppoſe, but rather 
confirms it; For why ſhould we think the 
whole Man dies with the Body? Is any thing 
more diſtin&' than our Ideas of Body and 
Soul, of Thought and Matter? Why then 
ſhould any one think they are the ſame, or 
ſubject to the ſame Fate? Don't we oſten 
ſee that when the Body is weak and infirm, 
the Soul's Faculties are as ſtrong or ſtronger 
than ever? and is not this a Sign that the 
Soul is diſtinct from it, and may live with- 
out it? Is the Body any more than the 
Or gan, the i Inſtrument of the Soul And 
mayn't the Muſician live without his Jaſtru- 
ment? Indeed chere ſeems to be no C onnec- 


tion 
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tion between the Life of the Body and that of 
the Soul: and that the Soul rather thinks in 
the Body than out of it, is only becauſe God 


> for a Time has ordain'd it to be ſo. The 
Soul will not only think, but think after 2 


better rate, when ſeparated from the Body, 
which fince the Fall is ſo deprav'd and diſpr- 
der'd, that it rather clogs and clouds the 
Soul, than helps it in its Operations: We are 


1 ſay, chain'd down (as it were) to Fleſh, 


and dinid and ſtupified with vaporous Blood; 


the Soul ſtruggles to be releas d, but ſtrug- 


gles in vain till Death comes, and then the 
feels herſelf at Liberty, the Scales fall from 


_ her Eyes, then ſhe has a clearer view of 
Things ; | ſhe no longer peeps through the 


crannies of Senſe, but gains an enlarg'd Prof- 


pet; a new and moſt amazing World diſ- 


Cloſes itſelf, a World we ſhall be better able 
do think and talk about when we get thither. 

Now what a ſolemn Thing is it to die? 
fince Death not only diſſolves our Bodies, 
and removes us from all theſe Worldly 
Things, but enters us on a new, and for thi 
ow og an i unknown State. 5 


Eſpe- 
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Eſpecially if 


4. We conſider Death as a Paſſage to 
Judgment, --- H EB,. ix. 27. *Tis appointed 
for all Men once to die, and after Death ibe 
Fudgment. And indeed what can be more 
reaſonable, than that Gop the great Sove- 
reign of all the World, who has made Man 
a free Creature, and given him Laws to be 
the Rule of his Actions, and intruſted him 
with various Talents, ſhould call him to Ac- 
count concerning his Regard to the Laws of 
his Maker, his huſbanding the Talents where- 
with he has been intruſted. 5 


"oF And thus now I come to conſider 
Death, as it relates to the Righteous and 
che Wicked reſpedtively. 


As" theſe are very different in their Lives, 
5 os with reſpect to their Deaths, or to 
ſpeak more properly, with reſpe& to what 
comes after Death.—— In this World, the 


Righteous and Wicked, the Good and Bad, 
are mixt ct together, not only on the account 


0 "= 


1 

of their Place, but of their adverſe or proſ- 
perous Circumſtances z but Death makes a 
wide Seperation berwixt them, as wide as the 
Diſtance between Heaven and Hell. When 
the Righteous Man dies, the attending An- 
gels take care of his Soul, and convey it 
ſafe. to the Paradiſe of God, there his Woes 
are all forgotten; his Sorrews drown'd in 
Rivers of Pleaſure; he beholds God's Face 
and dwells in his Preſence, admires his Glo- 
ry, and fings his Praiſe. - But 'tis time now 
that I conſider the Death of the Wicked, 
and here I have a moſt diſmal Scene indeed! 
nor ſhould I care to diſcloſe it, if *twas not 
in hopes to awaken ſome wicked Wretch, 
and induce him to- fly from the Wrath to 
come. Gad's Patience, the Scriptures aſſure 
us, towards the Wicked, ends with this Life : 
' The Wicked, we read, muſt be turned into 
Hell, and all the People that forget Goo; 
that forget their Dependance upon bim, their 
Obligations to him, and ſpend their Lives 
in Rebellion againſt him; and Lord! who 
can expreſs the Horror and Anguiſh that 
this imply's? to be turn'd into Hell is to 
be for ever baniſh'd from the blisful Preſence 
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of God; from the Manfions of Glory; to 


be ſtrip'd of all Happineſs, and plung'd into 
the deepeſt: Miſery; ?cis to fall a Prey to 


Devils; to dwell in Blackneſs of Darkneſs, 
and Flames unquenchable. This is the Por- 
tion of all that forget God, and the Hy- 
pocrite's Hope ſhall thus periſn. And thus 
now I have from the Word of God, given 
you a ſhort Account of the different aſpect 


Death has upon the Righteous and the Wick- 


ed; to one tis the Meſſenger of the greateſt 
Happineſs; to the other, of the greateſt Mi- 
ſery. And is it ſo? 


Then 


1. How much is it to be lamented, that 
the far greater Part of Mankind are ſo un- 
accountab'y ſtupid, and unconcern'd ab ut 
their Diſolution! ?* How few arc there that 
live as thoſe that know not how 100n they 
muſt die, and that, believe when Death comes 


they muſt be judg d for their Actions, and 


be ſentenc'd to Heaven or Hell, according 
to their Works? How many are in a Senſe, 
* already? dead to Gop and, Religion; 


C 2 35 dead 


1 

dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; dead to all 

ſerious Thoughts of Death, and another 

World; they ſee one drop into the Grave 

after another; they feel the Symptoms of 

Death in themſelves; they go to the Funerals 

of their Friends and Acquaintance ; they fit : 

and drink, and chat for two or three Hours 4 

together, about any Thing that comes in 0 

their Head 3 then they follow the Corps to 

the burying Place; ſee the Bones and: Skulls, 

and broken Pieces of Coffins, ſtrewid about 

the Grave*s Mouth; look on till their Neigh- 

bours is put into the Earth, and then they 
return home, as heedleſs of Death; as for- 

getlul of God; as devoted to Sin and the 

World, as eyer; never conſidering it might 
| have been their Caſe, that *cwas Gop that 
ande the difference, that the next time the 
Bell tolls may be ſor them, and that they 
are undone ſor ever, if Death finds them 
ade 


5 
7 


Is it ſo? Then let r us examine what 
5 h we have made for Death, whe- 
| ther we are among the N umber of the Righ- 


_ reous 
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teous or the Wicked; of ſuch as are like 
to be Gainers or Loſers by going into ano- 
ther World, Tis certain we can't ſtay here, 
our Life will vanjth 3. our Time of Judgment 
come; our final State be ſhortly determin'd ; 
and ought we not then to conſider what is 
like to become of us? have we any Concern 
ſo weighty, and preſſing? and is it Wiſdom 
then to be heedleſs 'about it? A Man that 
is about to go into a ſtrange Country, will 
conſider how he is prepared for his Journey, 
and how he is like to fare when he comes 
thither, and ſhall not we that are going to 
live for ever in another World take Care a- 
bout our Journey, or about our Settlement 
there? and that when we know beforehand 
our well or ill being depends on our preſent 
9 

| 1 Let us in the next Place be exhorted 
to improve the preſent Opportunity; to be 
humbled for our Sins; Pray for Grace and 
Pardon; ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, 
and we ſhall then no longer have Cauſe to 
be afraid of Death; ſhall be abſolv'd from 


Guile 


T9 7 

Guilt, and: God and Heaven _ be our 
Portion. 

4. Let me next ſpeak a Word by way of 
Conſolation, to ſueli as fear and ſerve Gop ; 
you hear what a happy Change Death brings 
to ſuch, wherefore let the Conſideration of 
it be matter of your preſent Comfort and 
Joy. There's nothing more becoming than: 
a chearful contented Frame of Spirit, you. 
have cauſe to be Chearful, becauſe you are 
truly Wiſe: Men may indeed be Wife for 
this World, they may have Politick Heads, 
profound Learning, and witty Invention, may! 
know-how. to gain Riches, . Eſteem, and Ho- 
nour ; but how- little does this Signify; if! 
they are Slaves to their. Luſts; Vain and» 
Wicked in Heart and Life; how little, I 
ſay, does it ſignify, ſince Death is coming 
to ſtrip tham of all theſe: fine Accompliſh- 
ments, and hurry: them away, to Darkneſs: 
and Miſery ?- ſo that how- little do ſuch de. 
ſerve the Name of Wiſe? - how- little Cauſe 
have they to be Chearfull? but as for thoſe 
who love Gon. who have made Religion 

their Choice; whoſe Corruptions are dying; 


and 


FF 


and who labour after „* Degrees ol 
Purity and Virtue; how Chearful, how con- 
tented ſhould they be? conſidering what an 
Intereſt they have in another World, and 
that even Death, the worſt of Evils, will 
prove advantageous. Lift up then the Head 
that hangs down; ſtrengthen the feeble Kneesz 
look like the Son of a King, and maintain 
a chearful thankful Heart; encourage thy 
ſelf more in God and Grace, more confirm'd 
in Religion and Virtue, 


III. Let us from the ſhortneſs of Life, 
and what comes after Death, be excited to 


greater Moderation towards theſe Wordly 
"Things, 


This is a Caution that moſt of us needs 
very much; Men are apt to be exceſſively 
fond of Worldly Enjoy ments, and exceſſively 
eager in the Purſuit of them, and excellively 
troubled at the los or want of them; why is 
this but for want of conſidering how near 
they are to the Grave? and that there are 
greater Evils to be avoided, and greater 
Goods to be obtain d than any in this World? 


It 


- 


„ 
If we are in never ſo good Circumſtances 
here, Death will ſoon blaſt them; if in never 
ſo bad, we ſhall ſoon be releas d from them. 
What Reaſon therefore have we to be more 
moderate? A Man that lives in an hired 
Houſe that he muſt ſhortly be turn'd out of, 
thinks it not worth his while to be at much 
Coſt and Pains about repairing and beauti- 
fying it. He that is on a Journey thro' a 
ſtrange Country, if the Country be pleaſant, 
he is not much tranſported with it, becauſe | 
he knows he is not to ſettle there, and if 
*tis rugged and barren he is not much con- 
cern'd about it, becauſe he knows he ſhall 
ſoon get over it; now this is a Reſemblance 
of our Caſe here, we dwell. in Houſes of 
Clay; we are but Strangers and Pilgrims 
upon Earth; how little Cauſe therefore have 
we to be mighty Sollicitous about our Hou- 
ſes of Clay, and the Circumſtances of our 
Journey? — When Alexander had conquer'd 
a great Part of the World, he came to an 
Iſland of the Brachmans, a Sort of Philoſo- 
phers that were extremely. mortified to the 
World, that liv'd in Caves, cloathed them - 
elves in Beaſts Skins, and fed on what the 
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Eanh. vrodac'd; 1 any "Cura ai ner 
own. Alexander demanding the Reaſon of 
this Way of living, which ſeem'd ſo ſtrange 
to him; they anſwer'd, we know that we 
ſhall die, whether this Day or To-morrow 
we know not, and why therefore ſhould we 
take care for Power to Rule; Honour to 
be Eſteem'd; or. Riches to live in Pleaſure. 
He was ſo affected with this Anſwer, that 
he bid them aſk what they would and he 
would give it: They preſently demanded not 
to diez to which he replied, that he- could 
not give that, for he himſelf muſt die; why 
then ſaid they, art thou ſo fooliſh to live in 
ſuch Pride and Luxury. The Application 
of this Story is eaſy certainly, ſince we not 
only know we muſt ſhortly die, but be 
lodg'd in Heaven or Hell; we have a- 
bundant Cauſe to take the Apoſtle's Ad- 
vice, PHit. iv. 5. Let your Moderation 


be known unto all Men, for the Loap is at 
Hand. 
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W. 2 Publiſh'd by Requeſt. Price 6d, 


11. Select Sermons on Practical Subjedts, 


Viz 


Of the true Happineſs of Man. 
The Security and Happineſs of : a Religious 


.Cobrk of Life. 


.: Gop's different Regards to the Righteou 
and the Wicked, 

Df Coctentment. | th 

The Inſtability of World Greatneſs 
Men and their Actions weighed 1 in an n 


ea 


The Snares of Proſperity, and the beneft 
of Afflictions. : 
The Evil, and Cauſes of Ignorance in 


Things of Religion. | 


A Reproof of prevailing Vices. 

The Deſirableneſs of knowing our own 
ſecret Faults. - | 
Divine Supports in all Diſtreſſes a4 Trou- 
bles. 

Of the future Judgment. 


Buy the late Rev. Mr. Kirby Reyner, Mi- 
nilter of the r in Briſtol, 


III. The 


III. The Knowledge of Carisr, and 
Him Crucified, explained and improved; 
in five Sermons, Preach'd in Tucker. ſtreet, 
Briſtol. By the late Rev. Mr. Reyner. 
Price 15. 


juſt Publiſh'd, 
IV. The Saints Complaint under the 
Remains of Indwelling- Sin. —— T he Sub- 
ſtance of two Sermons, on RM. vii. 24. 
O wretched Man that I am. who ſhall deliver 
me from the Body of this Death? Wherein is 
ſhewed, that Indwelling-Sin attends the beſt 
of Men in this World: the Nature of it is 
decribed ; that which renders it peculiar bur- 
thenſome is pointed out; ſome of the Springs 
which ſupply it are laid open; and the moſt 
effectual Means to ſuppreſs it are enquired 
into. The Second Edition, By Jobn Hayden. 
Price 6d, 


KD"! 


, Send A 24 "4 a 


> = - 
n ES >= As 
— — 2 N 


